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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

Lesson Plan – Cool Maths.  

31 Ways to use Shopping Catalogues 

 

Shopping catalogues are a cool maths resource when relief teaching as they 

form the basis of some quick math thinking. Kids love them and they are so 

handy.  

Firstly they are free, secondly they are easy to get and thirdly they can be the 

basis of some cool maths activities. I keep at least 50 or so catalogues in my 

bag of tricks. 

  

http://www.reliefteaching.com/relief-teaching-jobs/relief-teaching-bag-of-tricks/
http://www.reliefteaching.com/relief-teaching-jobs/relief-teaching-bag-of-tricks/
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

A Cool Maths Activity 

Shopping catalogues are a cool maths resource when relief teaching as they 

form the basis of some quick math thinking.  

Kids love them and they are so handy.  

Firstly, they are free. 

Secondly, they are easy to get. 

Thirdly, they can be the basis of some cool maths activities.  

I keep at least 50 or so catalogues in my bag of tricks. 

I usually ask (but not always) before grabbing 30 or so catalogues from the 

shopping display cabinet. 

Catalogues are great for relief teaching math activities. 

They can be used for a number of cool maths activities which will keep 

students actively engaged. 

What you Need 

Students will need to cut and glue. It may be a cool maths activity but it 

involves some mess and some noise. 

Perhaps you need to let the teacher next door neighbour know. They may 

think you are having a relief teaching riot. 

But for valuable learning – it’s worth it. 

Sometimes, when I am relief teaching, I let my students know we are doing 

some really cool maths stuff and challenge them with some of the math 

activities below.  

Often it turns into a race – particularly with the boys. 

http://www.reliefteaching.com/relief-teaching-jobs/relief-teaching-bag-of-tricks/
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

At other relief teaching gigs, I write 5, or so, on the white board and let 

students go.  

Stop the activity when most of the students have finished, and write another 5 

on the board. 

10 is usually sufficient for a single activity. Of course you can vary it to make 5 

quick challenges. 

10 Quick Challenges 

These are quick challenges. The purpose is to bring a sense of urgency to the 

task. These activities are great for competitions. The competitive aspect brings 

an excitement level to the class unlike other mathematics activities. 

To maintain the excitement level, you could have a timer or simply have 

students put their hands up when complete. Whether you offer prizes is 

entirely up to you. 

You could call out the task, write the task on the board or hand out the task on 

a card. 

My preference is to write the task on the board. There is a level of anticipation 

as the students read and predict the task at hand.  

Having the task written down allows the students to refer to the task during 

their activity. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

Fast and Furious 

 

 

1. Purchase 5 items and get the LEAST change from 

$50. 

2. Purchase 10 items and get your total between $70 

and $75. (You can alter the value to suit the 

catalogue of the kids) 

3. Make two purchases – one of 10 items and one of 

5 items. The totals must be within $5 of each 

other. 

4. Purchase 5 items for your teacher. (Let them know 

what you like) 

5. Purchase 5 non-food and 5 food items which are 

within $1 of each other. 

http://www.reliefteaching.com/
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

6. Purchase 6 items which will give you less than $10 

change from $100. 

7. Find five items less than $20 each and put them 

in ascending order/descending order. 

8. Purchase a pair of items that will make $2, and 

another pair which will make $3 and go up to $10 

(or $20) 

9. Purchase 3 items at a time – but the total must be 

$2, then $3, then $4 and so on. 

10. Purchase any 5 items. Purchase another 5 

items so the total is one half of your first 

purchase. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

Take your time and THINK 

It is easier for the activity if the students all have the same catalogue from 

which to work. If catalogues are not at the entrance/exit of the shop, I ask at 

the service counter of the grocery shop if I can grab 30 or so.  

The shop assistant looks at me like I must have escaped from a mental 

institution, but normally hands them over.  

These activities are best attacked with a little more thought. There is no need 

to rush these activities as the student learning is best achieved by 

consolidating skills. 

Rushing causes errors and really the purpose is to develop skills. These 

activities are best accomplished with the teacher roaming to moderate and 

remediate as necessary. 

You could also extend the more capable learners by qualifying the task and 

bring a new element to the maths. 

For example, instead of looking for whole vales ($15) look for more complex 

values ($12.75). This bring a more complex process into play. 
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THINKERS 

 

1. Purchase 5 things you would like and find the 

sum. 

2. Purchase any two items and find the difference 

between each item. 

3. Purchase two items so that the difference is $2, 

then $3, then $4 and so on.  

4. Do the same activity with 3 items and see how far 

you get. 

5. Purchase 5 items so that the sum total is even. 

  

http://www.reliefteaching.com/
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

6. Do the same so that the total is odd. 

7. Purchase 2 items that you think belong together. 

Purchase another 2 until you have 10 pairs. Now 

glue them in your sheet so that the total of the 

two items are in ascending order. 

8. From the grocery catalogue, cut out 20 individual 

items. Now make these items into four groups, 

giving each group a name. Explain to your partner 

why you grouped these items and why each item 

belongs in that group. 

9. Cut out 30 items. Tag each item with ONE NAME. 

Eg a box of Kleenex might be called tissues. 

Arrange the items in REVERSE alphabetical order. 

10. Cut out any five items. Glue these items onto 

a sheet and under each item write down five 

separate words for each item. Circle and link 

words of similar meaning. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

Consider and Plan 

 I am sure you could think of many other cool maths activities using shopping 

catalogue.  

The great thing about catalogue is that they can be used for a quick math 

session. You know, when you need some math activities to fill in 20 minutes or 

so. 

These activities are more complex because the language of the problems bring 

another element to the lesson – the literacy of maths. 

So to completely master this section, the student needs to understand and 

consider the question and the activity. 

The more capable students could work individually but the less capable 

student might benefit by having some peer support. 

These activities might be achieved one at a time. The activity could be written 

on the board. It is best if the students have time to unpack and consider their 

course of action. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

 

1. 5. Cut out 5 items that are sold by volume. Cut out 

another 5 items that are sold by weight. Cut out 

another 5 items that are sold by quantity. Place 

each list in ascending order using the UNIT cost as a 

measure. Eg 2 x 1.5 litres of Come sell at $6.00. 

That works out to $2.00 per litre. 

2. You are going to have a dinner for 5 friends. Use 

the catalogue to purchase all the items you need 

for the meal. Include everything – even what you 

are going to use to wash the dishes. You may need 

to purchase larger quantities than you need. How 

much is this all going to cost. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

3. Each student has their own catalogue. Cut out all 

the items on the right hand page. Separate into 

food and non-food items. Glue these on separate 

sheets and add the total. If every child has the 

same catalogue, the totals should be the same. 

Students could work in pairs or small groups for 

this activity. 

4. Same activity as above but separate into 

SOMETIMES FOODS and EVERY DAY FOODS. 

5. Purchase 5 items (You can vary the number) that 

are on SALE. How much money did you save? 

6. Cut out 10 LIQUID items. What is the total volume 

of all the items? Do the same math activities with 

weight and quantity. 

7. Select 5 items with some common characteristic. 

You know it but your partner doesn’t. See if they 

can name it. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

8. Work in pairs. You purchase one item. Your partner 

must find an item in the catalogue than would total 

up to $10/$20/$30 within 60 seconds/30 seconds. 

9.  Same activity as above but your partner must find 

TWO items. 

10.  Build a social conscious. Find 5 (the number 

can be changed to match the depth of the study) 

items that you believe to be environmentally 

sound. Explain why you think so. For example cage 

chicken eggs V farmed chicken eggs. Kangaroo 

steaks. Items wrapped in recyclable material. 

Repeat for environmentally unsound. Vary the 

activity to broach stereotypical advertising eg. Girls 

and baby toys. Boys and trucks. 
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13 WAYS TO USE SHOPPING CATALOGUES IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

11. Consumer Education: Find the items that are 

costed to include 95-99 cents. Examine the 

consumer implications of these costing. Examine 

items that are grouped together on the same page. 

For example a printer on the same pages of paper; 

chips right beside cheese. 

Pretty cool maths don’t you think? 

 


